APPENDIX D                                 19J
Government is likely to be much heavier and more exacting.
In your proposals, communications include railways, trans-
port, posts, telegraphs and air. It is difficult for us to
conceive how all these can be joined together in one port-
folio. This would be highly undesirable at any time with
industrial troubles and the possibility of railway strikes thi*
arrangement would be wholly wrong. We think also that
planning is an essential department for the centre. We
think, therefore, that the provisional Government must
consist of fafteen members-
The suggested division of portfolios appears to us to be
undesirable and unfair.
My Committee would al?o like to point out that a coali-
tion Government in order to be successful must have some
common outlook and programme for the time being. The
manner of approach in forming such a Government has been
such as to leave this out of consideration and my Committee
do not feel any confidence that such a coalition can function
successfully.
It wa? our intention to write to you about certain other
matters also, but for reasons known to you our letter has-
been delayed. I shall write to you about the other matters
later. My purpose in writing to you now is to convey to
you without any delay our reactions on the tentative pro-
posals that you put forward today.
(Sd.)    Abul Kslam Azad.
Letter from Maulana   Azad,   Congress  President,   to the
Viceroy, dried June 24, 1946 :
Dear Lord Wavell,
In my letter to you sent yesterday, I promised to send you*
another letter- 1 am now doing so-
On May 21th the Congress Working Committee passed a
resolution which I conveyed to you. In this resolution we
gave our reactions to the statement dated May 16, 1946r
which the British Cabinet Delegation and you issued on
behalf of the British Government. We pointed out what
were in our opinion some of the omissions and defects in
that statement and we also gave our interpretation of some
of its provisions-
In a subsequent statement issued by you and the Cabinet
Delegation our view-point was not accepted.